Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.099; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
Related literature
For general background, see: Parashar et al. (1988) ; Hadjoudis et al. (1987) ; Borg et al. (1999) . For a related structure, see: Cheng (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Parashar et al., 1988) and their photochromic properties (Hadjoudis et al., 1987) . They are important intermidiates for 1,3,4-oxadiazoles, which have been reported to be versatile compounds with many properties (Borg et al., 1999) . As a further investigation of this type of derivatives, the crystal structure of the title compound is reported here.
The title molecule (Fig.1 ) crystallizes with two independent but essentially identical molecules in the asymmetric unit. Each independent molecule adopts a trans configuration with respect to the C═N bond. In each molecule, the hydrazine carboxylic acid methyl ester group is twisted away from the attached ring. The dihedral angle between C1-C6 and N1/N2/O1/O2/C7-C9 planes is 24.9 (2)° and that between C10-C15 and N3/N4/O3/O4/C16-C18 planes is 14.8 (2)°. 
